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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to application No. 1 0/729,937 filed on 
05/22/2008. Claims 19-24 are pending and have been examined. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on 05/22/2008 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) filed on 05/22/2008 is 
considered. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 19-24 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 10/729,937 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2623 

6. Claims 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Inoue (US 2001/001 1373) hereinafter referred to as lnoue'373 in view of 
Inoue (US 2002/0044144) hereinafter referred to as lnoue'144. 

Consider claims 19 and 22, lnoue'373 teaches a display control 
apparatus and method generating an electronic program guide images 
matrix format with time and channel and displaying a generated electronic 
program guide image to a display unit (1-Fig.1; Paragraph 0008, 0016), 
said display control apparatus comprising: 

an information acquisition unit configured to acquire program 
information associated with each of programs to be broadcasted 
(Paragraph 0061 , 0063, 0074 teaches a receiving apparatus for receiving 
TV program information, as well as information to be used for displaying 
the EPG, also referred to as SI (service information). Fig. 3 and Paragraph 
0086 teaches program information associated with a plurality of programs 
to be broadcast); 

a controlling unit (1-Fig.1) configured to generate first and second 
electronic program guide images using acquired program information, 
wherein each electronic program guide image comprises program 
information display areas in the matrix format based on broadcasting time 
and channel of programs (Fig.3; Paragraph 0008, 0016, 0081), and 
wherein the first electronic program guide image displays program 
information corresponding to programs of longer than a predetermined 
duration and does not display program information corresponding to 
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programs of less than or equal to the predetermined duration (Fig. 3 
teaches displaying program information {titles} of program longer than 
some duration. Paragraph 0085 teaches "a short time program (such as a 
weather forecast, a news or the like) for 3 to 5 minutes may be too short to 
display the character or text indicating the title of the TV program in the 
EPG display"), and the second electronic program guide image displays 
program information corresponding to program of longer than a 
predetermined duration (Fig. 3 teaches displaying program information 
{titles} of program longer than some duration) and displaying program 
information corresponding to programs of less than or equal to the 
predetermined duration (Paragraph 0085 teaches that when the user 
selects the short program cell, the content of the short program cell is 
shown in the summary information field). 

an input unit configured to accept instruction input from a user for 
selecting which the first electronic program guide image and the second 
electronic program guide image is to be displayed (Paragraph 0085 
teaches "when the user selects such a short program cell." The 
information for the short program cell is only shown when it is selected, 
based on input from the user. Paragraph 0090-0091 teaches user 
movement/selection with the remote controller 12-Fig.5. Therefore, 
selection of a short program cell creates a changed program guide, so first 
and second electronic program guide image is considered different); and 
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a display control unit configured to display either the first or the 
second electronic program guide image according to the instruction input 
(9-Fig.1 ; Paragraph 0085 teaches "when the user selects such a short 
program cell." The information for the short program cell is only shown 
when it is selected, based on input from the user. Paragraph 0090-0091 
teaches user movement/selection with the remote controller 12-Fig.5. So 
depending on user instruction input, the display processor would be 
configured to display either the 1 st or 2 nd program guide image). 

Inoue'373 does not explicitly teach also displaying program 
information corresponding to programs of less than or equal to the 
predetermined duration within the matrix format with time and channel. 

In an analogous art lnoue'144 teaches, displaying program 
information corresponding to programs of less than or equal to the 
predetermined duration within the matrix format with time and channel 
(Fig.6; Paragraph 0087-0087, 0091 teaches that the cells not displaying 
the title in a corresponding cell can be selected by the user and the 
selected program cell pops up as shown in Fig. 5 displaying information 
about the program). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Inoue'373 to include displaying program information 
corresponding to programs of less than or equal to the predetermined 
duration within the matrix format with time and channel, as taught by 
lnoue'144, for the advantage of providing users with intuitive feedback to 



Application/Control Number: 10/729,937 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2623 

view desired information about a program, directly within the vicinity of the 
selected program cell, while allowing users to easily view and continue to 
be able to visually associate the displayed information with the selected 
programs channel and time. 

Consider claims 20 and 23, lnoue'373 teaches wherein said 
controlling unit generates the first electronic program guide image which 
display the area corresponding to a program of less than or equal to the 
predetermined duration as only a program cell (lnoue'373 - Paragraph 
0085). 

Inoue'144 further teaches a program cell can be a colored area 
such that existence of a program can be recognized (Paragraph 0081, 
0089). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of lnoue'373 and Inoue'144 to include a 
program cell can be a colored area such that existence of a program can 
be recognized, as further taught by Inoue'144, for the advantage of 
allowing a user to check a program cells information easily (Inoue'144 - 
Paragraph 0027-0028), allowing users to easily distinguish the long 
programs from the short programs. 
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Consider claims 21 and 24, lnoue'373 and lnoue'144 teach further 
comprising: 

an operating unit (lnoue'373 - Fig.1, Fig. 5) configured to accept 
selection of a program placed on a program information display area in a 
displayed electronic program guide image in matrix format from the user 
(lnoue'373 - Paragraph 0090-0091; lnoue'144 - Paragraph 0087), 

wherein said controlling unit controls movement of a cursor, which 
indicates the currently selected program, among programs of less than or 
equal to the predetermined duration when the second electronic program 
guide image is displayed in the display unit (lnoue'373 - Paragraph 0085 
teaches "when the user selects such a short program cell." The 
information for the short program cell is only shown when it is selected, 
based on input from the user. Paragraph 0090-0091 teaches user 
movement/selection with the remote controller 12-Fig.5. lnoue'144 - 
Paragraph 0091 ). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to JASON K. LIN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1446. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 9:00AM- 
6:00PM, EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Brian T. Pendleton can be reached on (571)272-7527. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Jason Lin 

08/02/2008 

/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



